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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1,3, 14, 15, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Lee (US 2003/01 54826 A1 ). 

Lee ('826) discloses a ratcheting wrench having a handle having an end, the end 
of the handle having a compartment; a head extending from the end of the handle and 
having a hole communicated with the compartment of the handle; a drive member 
rotatably mounted in the hole of the head, the drive member including an inner 
periphery adapted to securely, releasably hold a fastener-driving member, allowing joint 
rotation of the fastener-driving member and the drive member when the drive member is 
turned, the drive member further including a plurality of teeth on an outer periphery 
thereof; and a ratcheting mechanism mounted in the compartment of the handle and 
engaged with the teeth of the drive member; an annular groove being defined in the 
inner periphery of the drive member, a retainer being received in the annular grooves 
for releasably holding the fastener-driving member in place; and the drive member 
further including a stop on an end of the inner periphery for preventing the fastener- 
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driving member from disengaging from the drive member through the end of the inner 
periphery of the drive member; wherein an annular groove is defined in the end of the 
inner periphery of the drive member, a retainer being partially received in the annular 
groove for preventing the fastener-driving member from disengaging from the drive 
member through the end of the inner periphery of the drive member; wherein the 
ratcheting mechanism allows the handle to selectively move in a ratcheting direction for 
tightening/loosening a fastener engaged with the fastener-driving member and in a free 
turning direction reverse to the ratcheting direction in which the fastener engaged with 
the fastener-driving member is not turned; wherein the end of the handle has an 
opening defined in a side thereof and communicated with the compartment of the 
handle, the ratcheting mechanism including a pawl slidably mounted in the 
compartment of the handle and a switch member rotatably mounted in the compartment 
of the handle and operably connected to the pawl such that rotation of the switch 
member causes sliding movement of the pawl in the compartment between two 
positions, the switch member having a turn piece extending to a position outside the 
handle via the opening of the handle, allowing manual rotation of the switch member to 
thereby move the pawl between the two positions for changing the ratcheting direction 
of the handle; or, wherein the head has an annular groove in an inner periphery 
delimiting the hole, the driving member having an annular groove defined in the outer 
periphery thereof, a retainer being partially received in the annular groove of the head 
and partially received in the annular groove of the drive member, thereby rotatably 
holding the drive member in the hole of the head. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lee 
('826), as applied to claims 1, 3, 14, 15, and 19 above, in view of Anderson et al. 
(6,332,382 B1). 

Lee C826), as applied to claims 1, 3, 14, 15, and 19 above, discloses the claimed 
invention except that the stop of Lee ('826) entirely encloses the end of the drive 



member, rather than being an inner flange. Anderson et al. ('382) 
disclose a tool with a polygonal head for interchangeable bits, and 
in one embodiment teaches the provision of the drive member 
having a stop which is an inner flange integrally formed on the end 




of the inner periphery of the drive member as a unitary, unseparable pjQ <j 2 

component. The examiner respectfully contends that the stop of Anderson et al. ('382) 
and the stop of Lee ('826) are equivalent in that both serve the same function of 
preventing the fastener-driving member from passing through the driving member. 
Therefore, because these two elements were art-recognized equivalents at the time the 
invention was made, one of ordinary skill in the art would have found it obvious to 
substitute the stop consisting of an inner flange of Anderson et al. ('382) for the fully 
enclosing stop of Lee ('826). 
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5. Claims 4-11, 13, 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Taiwan Utility Model Publication No. 526807, as disclosed by the 
applicant on page 2 and 3 of the specification, in view of Lee (US 2003/0154826 A1). 

Taiwan Utility Model Publication No. 526807, as disclosed by the applicant on 
page 2 and 3 of the specification, discloses the claimed invention except for the use of 
the tool with a screwdriver. Lee ('826) teaches the provision of a drive member in a 
ratcheting wrench such that the drive member is adapted to securely, releasably hold a 
fastener-driving member, the drive member having an annular groove in the inner 
periphery and a retainer being received in the annular groove for releasably holding the 
fastener-driving member, and further including a stop on one end for preventing the 
fastener-driving member from passing through the drive member. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have modified the ratchet wrench of Taiwan Utility Model Publication No. 
526807 by providing a drive member adapted to securely releasably hold a fastener- 
driving member, such as the drive member as clearly taught by Lee ('826). 

6. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Taiwan 
Utility Model Publication No. 526807, in view of Lee (US 2003/0154826 A1) as applied 
to claims 4-11, 13, 20 and 21 above, and further in view of Anderson et al. ('382), as 
relied upon in the rejection of claim 2. 

The examiner respectfully contends that claims 4-1 1 , and 1 3 are rendered 
obvious over Taiwan Utility Model Publication No. 526807, in view of Lee ('826). Similar 
to claim 2, claim 12 introduces the limitation that the stop is an inner flange integrally 
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formed on the end of the drive member. As argued above, the stop of Anderson et al. 
('382) and the stop of Lee ('826) are equivalent in that both serve the same function of 
preventing the fastener-driving member from passing through the driving member. 
Thus, as it would have been obvious to modify the stop of Lee ('826) in view of 
Anderson et al. ('382), above, it would also have been obvious to modify the stop of 
Taiwan Utility Model Publication No. 526807, in view of Lee ('826), again in view of 
Anderson et al. ('382) 

7. Claims 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lee ('826), as applied to claims 1 , 3, 14, 15, and 19 above, in view of Ling et al. 
(6,629,477). 

Lee ('826), as applied to claims 1, 3, 14, 15, and 19 above, discloses the 
ratcheting wrench as claimed except for the particulars of the pawl and the switch 
member. Ling et al. ('477) discloses that it is known in the art to provide the particular 
pawl and switch member, as presently claimed, in a ratchet wrench. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to provide the particular pawl and switch member in a ratchet wrench as taught by 
Ling et al. ('477), since Ling et al. ('477) states in Cols. 1 and 2 that such a modification 
would provide a ratchet wrench capable of withstanding high torsion. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Hsien, Chen, Ling et al., Shea, Colvin, Blake et al., Cassidy, Jr., 
White, Miller, Hunt, Seidemann, Peterson, and Hanes et al. each disclose a tool. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David B. Thomas whose telephone number is (703) 
308-4250. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-4 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph J. Hail can be reached on (703) 308-2687. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3723 
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